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brought in the report of the committee. It embraced a full
and elaborate examination of the legal relations between the
Government and the bank, the powers of the Secretary of the
Treasury, and the reasons which he had assigned for the re-
moval. It negatived the claim of the Secretary to an absolute
and unqualified control over the question of removal, and main-
tained that the provision of the law which required him to give
an account of his reasons to Congress, constituted Congress the
final judge, by way of appeal, of all his reasons, both as they
affected the interests of the bank and the interests of the pub-
lic. After an elaborate examination of the Secretary's reasons,
the report concluded with a recommendation that the resolution
referred to the committee be adopted by the Senate. It was
finally voted upon on the 28th of March, and was carried by
twenty-eight yeas against eighteen nays. Immediately after-
ward, Mr. Clay modified his first resolution, which was then
passed by twenty-six yeas against twenty nays, in the following
terms: " That the President, in the late executive proceedings
in relation to the public revenue, has assumed upon himself
authority and power not conferred by the Constitution and laws,
but in derogation of both."

It had become apparent to Mr. "Webster, before the middle
of March, that while he and those who acted with him could
carry a measure through the Senate, nothing could be done for
the relief of the country, unless the President and a majority
of the House of Representatives would concur in what might
be proposed. The Administration would do nothing. It was im-
portant, therefore, that no one should be able to say that what
was to be proposed by an opponent of the Administration would
insure the continuance of the Bank of the United States , and it is
important now, to those who mean to understand Mr. "Webster's
course on this subject, to know that he meant to give that bank
no claim to a renewal of its charter, by the bill which lie intro-
duced on the 18th of March. It was the purpose of this bill to
give the Bank of the United States sufficient time to wind up
its affairs, without distressing the public by a too rapid collec-
tion of its debts; to have the public deposits restored to it after
the 1st of July, subject to removal at any time by order of Con-
gress ; and to reserve to Congress perfect liberty to create any